
A House That Once Was
Lesson Plan

K - Year 6

Thank you for downloading this lesson plan. I hope you find
it helpful. 

You are free to use this resource at home or in your
classroom. Please don't give it to anyone else to copy or
claim it as your own work. 

Mistakes happen. If you find one, please let me know and I'll
correct it.

TERMS OF USE:

www.teachingwithpicturebooks.com.au
@teachingwithpicturebooks

You'll find lots of free lesson plans and ideas plus
teaching resources based on quality picture books 

on our website:



A House That Once Was                        K-6

After reading:

Activities:

Learning: wondering;
personification;
using our imaginations;
observing and inferring;
what makes a house a home?

Before reading: what do you see, think and wonder when you look at the cover of the book?
what do you think this book might be about? (discuss cover and title);
is there a difference between a house and a home? how would you explain
the difference?

Add a g

what do you notice about the the text on the first and last pages? (it’s the same). Why do you
think the author might have done this?
what does the author mean when she says the house “once was, but now isn’t, a home”?
what do you think makes a house or a place into a home?
who are some of the people the children imagine might have lived in the house?
who do you think lived in the house? What makes you think that?
why do you think the house has been abandoned by the people who once lived there? 
what do you notice about the illustrations? How would you describe them?
show the page where the children enter the house. How do you think they might be feeling?

children imagine who they think might have
lived in the house and draw a picture of the
person or people. They can also write about
them. Younger children can label their
picture, with assistance, if needed, and
describe their drawing, and the thinking
behind it, to the class;
children write about what makes their house
a home: photos on the walls, books, pictures
on the fridge, toys in the bedroom;
children use sponges to create an artwork
based on the house in the story;

Years K-2
children write a description or a story about
who they think might have lived in the house,
why they left, what they are doing now, etc;
children create an artwork based on the book,
using sponges to apply the paint;
children write about what makes a house a
home (poem, a piece of creative writing, an
opinion piece). If an opinion piece, encourage
them to brainstorm three things that they think
make a house a home and write a paragraph on
each, starting with a topic sentence and
elaborating on each one;

Years 2-6


