Bee & Me
Lesson Plan
K - Year 4

Thank you for downloading this lesson plan. I hope you find
it helpful.

TERMS OF USE:
You are free to use this resource at home or in your
classroom. Please don't give it to anyone else to copy or
claim it as your own work.
Mistakes happen. If you find one, please let me know and I'll
correct it.

You'll find lots of free lesson plans and ideas plus
teaching resources based on quality picture books
on our website:

www.teachingwithpicturebooks.com.au
@teachingwithpicturebooks

Bee & Me
Learning:

Before reading:

K-4

what do bees do? What do they need?
why are bees important?
what does friendship mean?
a story can be told from different points of view;
visual literacy: inferring and making meaning from images;
what do you think this book will be about? Why?
do you think this book will be a fiction text or non-fiction? Why?
what do you know about bees? What do they do?
tell the children that this is a wordless picture book and that the story is told
through the pictures;

Reading wordless picture books:
wordless picture books ask children to carefully observe and to think about what they are seeing;
the aim when reading a wordless picture book is to have the children tell the story;
there is no 'right' way to read a wordless book. Children create their own stories from the pictures;
allow plenty of time for children to look at the images before asking them to tell you what they see;

Reading tips:
begin by taking a 'picture walk' through the pages of the book. Enjoy the illustrations and look at
the expressions on the characters' faces, the settings and the colours used;
during the 'picture walk', enjoy the pictures together, point out a few things and get a sense of
what the book is about but don't worry too much about the story;
go back through the book a second time and encourage the children to 'read' the book with you;
ask the children what they think the bee is saying and what they think the little girl might be
saying;
show the children the first double-page spread (of the city) and tell them to take some time to
look at the picture. Ask them to tell the class what they can see;
turn the page and ask the children what is happening in the first image (people in their
apartments);
move on to the three images on the next page and point out the sequence of the images. What do
they show happening?
keep "reading" the story together in this way;
every so often ask the children to predict what they think will happen next;
also ask the children how they think the bee is feeling in some of the images. How do they think
the little girl feels? What can they see that makes them think this?
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After Reading:
what is the setting for this book? Is it set in more than one place?
where did the bee want to be? Why?
did the city look different at the end of the book from the way it looked at the beginning?
Why? What had happened to change it?
what time of year do you think it is in the book? Which pictures tell you that?
how would you describe the little girl? What sort of person is she? (kind, caring,
observant, happy, playful, helpful, brave);
do you think the bee and the girl are friends? What do they do which shows us this?
what message do you think the author was trying to tell us in the book?
did you like the fact that the book didn't have any words? Why or why not?
are bees important? Why or why not? What do they do?
read and discuss the information about bees on the last page of the book;

Activities:
children draw and/or retell/describe their favourite part of the story;
children describe the friendship between the girl and the bee;
children draw and/or write about the way the city changed during the story (seasons);
as a class discuss the character of the little girl. Children write a description of the little girl and
illustrate;
children write the story as if they are the authors;
discuss point of view (POV) in texts: what is it and why it makes a difference to the way we
respond to stories. What are the different points of view from which this story be told? Children
can write the story from the little girl's POV or from the bee's POV;
choose a page from the book and ask the children to write their own story based on what is
happening in the picture;
choose a page from the book and ask the children to draw it and to use speech bubbles to
show what they think the bee and the little girl might be saying. Model using speech bubbles on
the whiteboard when you introduce the activity;
children write a diary/journal entry from the bee's POV or from the little girl's POV. Discuss
diaries/journals and diary entries first. What is a diary? Why do people keep diaries? Discuss and
model the format of a diary entry on the whiteboard (written in first person, beginning eg Dear
Diary ... or simply the date and Today I ... ) ;
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